logs, or, if possible, whip-sawed from the same. Very often
the door was mounted on wooden pin-hinges, made on the spot,
as household hardware was not much dealt in in the earlier
years of the territorial settlements.

The walls,door, and windows finished, the spaces between the
logs, and every other space visible, was chinked, or
stuffed, with moss, driven in tight by suitably shaped
sticks . "9

The Chisana Commissioner's residence has a burm around the sill logs.
This kept out the winter cold. The buildings also have ornamental
details, diamond shape log decorative touches, attached log shelves,
and pin connectors for door hinges (see physical description section).
The extended porch and window details can be seen in contemporary log
buildings (see historic photographs).

Chisana's   Decline:

The extent of the placer deposits proved limited to only Bonanza Creek
and Glacier Creek and their short tributaries. The population thus
declined from a reported 500 in 1914 to a total of 175 in the entire

Chisana River drainage in 1920.^^ Business declined consequently and
the town's cabins were abandoned or, for most, burned for f1rewood .
Chathenda Creek eroded its bank, taking other cabins.

The Commissioner's fees proved far less than Tony Dimond had hoped Cor
and in July 1914 he quit the position and left the district. Chisana
was the beginning of his distinguished career as mayor of Valdez (10
years), Alaska's sole delegate to Congress (11 years) and U.S. District
Judge (9 years). Mis first replacement never appeared in Chisana and
the second stayed less time than Dimond.H In 1915, Anthony
McGettigan, who worked for Dimond as recorder, was appointed U.S.
Commissioner. He was replaced in 1920 with the national change in
politics and Aaron E. Nelson became Chisana's last commissioner
(1920-1930). 11 McGettigan remained in the area as miner and was
postmaster until 1937.12

By the 1930' s the population of Chisana consisted of a handful of
prospectors and merchant Charles A. Simons. Chisana's role as
diminutive trading center passed with the 1939 transfer of the post
office to Nabesna, a mining camp forty miles to the west.13

Hunting   and   Guiding:

Though hunting guides had been in the Chisana area before the rush, the
town became a stop for parties hunting the Wr angel Is during the 1910s
and 1920s. Following World War II and the advent of fly-in hunts,
activity in the Chisana area increased. Lou Anderton, a guide in the
area since 1925, operated a general store and guiding service from
buildings on the western portion of the townsite. He built a corral on

13 sticks;    on    this   the   two
